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Curriculum Overview for Art and Design
Year 8

Autumn: Scapes

Substantive Knowledge:

- That artists embrace the things which make
them who they are and where they come
from: their culture, background, and
experiences. They use these in their work to
help them create work which others can
relate to or a glimpse in to another way of
life.

- That people are the sum of lots of different
experiences, and that through art we can
explore the world around us.

- That light and distance has a significant
impact on the colour of both the natural and
man-made world.

- That we can use techniques such as layering,
washes and masking to create a sense of
atmosphere, time and nostalgia.

- That as viewers we can then “read” imagery
made by other people, unpicking symbolism,
line, shape, colour to help us understand the
experience of the artist.

- That landscapes and cityscapes can portray
emotion.

Disciplinary Knowledge:

- That objects appear smaller and lighter in
tone towards the horizon.

- The colour of objects in a landscape are
impacted by the sun and the time of day.
Objects may appear different to how we
might expect- careful observation is key.

- The colour-wheel can help when mixing
specific tones or variations of a colour.

- We can select specific mediums, colour
palettes, tools and techniques to create
desired effects, and this may change as
ideas develop. The effect of these choices
can impact the success of an artwork and
how others respond to the visual imagery.

- That we adapt to mistakes and that this
can often become areas of success once
re-worked.

Reading Art History passages to
inform written responses about
artworks/techniques,
demonstrating comprehension
and summarisation.

Subject specific vocabulary with
etymology

Analysis of artists” work,
verbalising and expressing an
opinion in written format

Line, tone, shape, form, texture,
colour & space

Architecture, Atmosphere,
Building, Cityscape, Colour
Mixing, Composition, Distance,
Environment, Evocative,
Experience, Heavy Pressure
Blending, Detail, Horizon,
Horizontal, Gradient, Landscape,
Layering, Light Pressure
Blending, Light Source, Masking,
Observation, Oil Pastel, Man-
made, Parallel, Perspective,
Reflection, Resist, Scale,
Scumbling, Sgraffito, Silhouette,
Stippling, Symbolism, Uniform,
Vertical, Wash, Watercolour,
Wax, Wet-in-wet, Underpainting
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Live marking at regular intervals
throughout the project
Frequent peer and self-
assessment

Continual verbal feedback

Art Homework booklet with
specific homework tasks to be
completed in chronological order
as the unit progresses.
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