
How to support pupils in 
GCSE Science 



6 papers Biology chemistry Physics 

Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1

Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2

Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3

Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4

Unit 5 Unit 5 Unit 5

Unit 6 Unit 6 Unit 6

Unit 7 Unit 7 Unit 7

Unit 8 Unit 8

Unit 9

Unit 10



Assessment objectives
• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
40% 1) scientific ideas

2) scientific techniques and procedures.
• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of:
40% 1) scientific ideas

2) scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures.
• AO3: Analyse information and ideas to:
20% 1a) interpret

1b) evaluate
2a) make judgements
2b) draw conclusions
3a) develop experimental procedures
3b) improve experimental procedures



How are the papers made up?
Foundation Tier papers are made up of: 
• low demand questions (aimed at grades 1‒3) 
• standard demand questions (aimed at grades 4‒5).
A greater proportion of questions will be low demand. 

Higher Tier papers are made up of:
• standard demand questions (aimed at grades 4‒5) 
• standard/high demand questions (aimed at grades 6‒7)
• high demand questions (aimed at grades 8‒9)
30% of the marks will  be common between foundation and higher tier papers.



What do we offer already?
• Pupils have check lists for each unit which has links to you tube for videos and links to revision 

guide page numbers.

• Revision guides offer to purchase.

• Revision cards as part of homework/class.

• Front sheets which highlights the substantive and disciplinary knowledge for each unit.

• Exam questions in class and part of homework- with answers corrected

• Revision prep booklets prior to assessment (going live from 23rd Jan for paper 2 yr 11), yr 10s 
to follow.

• End of unit assessments and feedback lessons to show areas of weakness.

• Past papers.





Revision/ Flash cards – how to make them and use them. 
RAG rate your checklists.  Red areas are the ones to 

target



Go to the master checklist on Teams and 
follow the links or page number to help find 
the content for your weak areas.
• . 



Use the flash cards/ rev cards (or make them if 
missing!)

Best used for language, facts, definitions and 
equations.
Great with lower ability!

The Flash Card

Key words

E.g. prey

Description or definition of the key 
word.

e.g. An animal that is a source of food 
for another animal.



Revision cards help you to condense and learn 
information on sections/groups of content, 
processes or practical.

Notes:
Here you place examples or condensed notes 

on the material

Definitions: of key works or 
principles, including  equations.

Questions on this topic: could 
be filled in from started quizzes, 
exit tickets or from your teacher.

The revision card



They can look different depending on the content 
you are focusing on.

Method for a practical

Equation or 
content that are 
important for th 

practical.

Image/ questions 
(answers on 

back)
Make the 

layout fit the 
topic!

The revision card

Processes

Part 
1

Part 
2

Part 
3

Part 
4

Part 
5

Comparison

Part 1 Part 2

Collection of things to 
learn
Part 1
Part 2
Part 3
Part 4
Part 5



1. Choose an appropriate amount of material. 
Should have some detail but not too much.  
(very maximum would be something like the 
water or nitrogen cycle)

2. Map out a plan for the card on a whiteboard 
to make sure you can fit it all in and it has a 
clean look. (G load)

3. Build revision card, adding information and 
pictures to the card.

4. Add colour (make sure each colour has a 
purpose). E.g. pink for key words, yellow for 
things you keep 

MAKING A REVISION CARD



• Make your notes as brief as possible, only key 
points.

• Definitions, word for word.
• COLOUR if used properly and with purpose.
• Write on one side of the paper only (answers to 

questions can go onto the back).

Do

Don’t
• Make a note of everything.
• Rely on handouts to contain all information.
• Rely on your friends notes, or copy theirs.
• Colour things in for the sake of it!



Reviewing some rev cards



Reviewing some rev cards



Reviewing some rev cards



Using them- help from home
• Testing pupils on the cards, they contain all  the info- no 

prior knowledge needed.

• Get them to recall them and then sort into piles.



Next- exam questions.

• Past exam questions and past papers. With or without the 
revision cards- any practice is good.

• Do not forget mark schemes. Mark schemes can be good to 
highlight key info they need without the waffle- help to 
refine or highlight key info from a revision card.



Where to find them
• Go to teams: 
• checklists
•  EOU assessment

• Could go onto co-pilot and write an instruction:

• Provide me with 50 recall questions from AQA GCSE chemistry 
unit 3.

• Create a 6 mark question with a mark scheme on selective 
breeding.

Do not forget the 
demand and AO of 

questions.



THOA_Revision 2026-2028



Scroll down to Science (usually in hidden 
channels)









End of Units. Split into Bio, Chem, Phys and by 
Foundation or Higher.



Don’t forget disciplinary skills.
• Command terms:
Explain – statement and depth
Compare- similarities, differences 
Evaluate – pros, cons, justified conclusion
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