
15 January 2026

Revision in Maths



Memory model



Distributed retrieval 



Understanding GCSE Maths in Year 11
• Students sit three exams: two calculator papers and one 

non-calculator

• All topics from Years 7–11 can be assessed in any paper
• Questions test methods, reasoning, and problem solving skills may be 

presented as a calculation or imbedded into a worded problem



The Role of Parents in Supporting Revision
• You do not need to know how to do the maths yourself, I will show you some 

resources which can support your child
• Your encouragement and routines make a big difference
• Helping students stay organised and motivated is key
• Positive attitudes towards maths build confidence
• Pointing students in the right direction and helping them to know what to 

study and when is key



Creating a Strong Revision Routine at Home
• Encourage short, regular revision sessions (20–40 minutes)
• Maths revision is most effective when done little and often
• Support the use of a revision timetable
• Most pupils will need to focus on A01 skills first so they can remember how to 

do a particular skill then they need to add difficulty by trying reasoning and 
problem solving questions. If they start with the more difficult skill it can be 
discouraging as it will seem too difficult so start by building confidence then 
build complexity. 

• As exams draw closer, complete past exam papers in timed conditions to 
replicate the exam environment (90 minutes)



The revision cycle. Start by finding out what they do/don’t know…

What do/ 
don’t they 

know?

Assess the 
impact of 

the 
revision!

Active 
revision



Revision checklist (KS4)



Use the QLA



Now let’s work on the areas you do not know!

What do 
you /don’t 
you know?

Assess the 
impact of 

your 
revision!

Active 
revision

Formula for 
area of a circle

Formula for 
compound 

interest



Revision Team (KS4)

https://teams.microsoft.com/v2/ 
https://ormistonacademiestrust.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/msteams_d7b9cb/Shared%20Documents/Maths%20(F%20an

d%20H)?csf=1&web=1&e=on8KYi 

We will 
continue to 
add more to 
this channel 
throughout 
the rest of 
the year

https://teams.microsoft.com/v2/
https://ormistonacademiestrust.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/msteams_d7b9cb/Shared%20Documents/Maths%20(F%20and%20H)?csf=1&web=1&e=on8KYi
https://ormistonacademiestrust.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/msteams_d7b9cb/Shared%20Documents/Maths%20(F%20and%20H)?csf=1&web=1&e=on8KYi


Using Exam Questions (KS4)

They can access previous exams through teams and then mark their answers using 
the mark scheme. 
They can use Corbett Maths and their revision guide to help with answering 
questions they find challenging. 



Using Exam Questions (KS4)

First Class Maths has 
targeted topic revision with 
revision videos and they
can check their answers.



Using Sparx as a revision resource 



Using CorbettMaths as a revision resource



Using CorbettMaths as a revision resource



Using CorbettMaths as a revision resource



Using GCSE Maths Revision Guides
• Revision guides provide clear summaries of key GCSE Maths topics

• They are useful for refreshing knowledge before practising questions
• Students should combine reading with practice, not just passive reading
• Highlighting key points and making notes can help improve recall but they 

only way to imbed the learning is to do example questions



Time to assess the impact of your revision!

What do 
you /don’t 
you know?

Assess the 
impact of 

your 
revision!

Active 
revision



Common Maths Revision Mistakes to Avoid
• Cramming revision into long sessions just before exams

• Only revising topics students already feel confident with
• Reading revision guides without practising questions
• Avoiding difficult topics instead of revisiting them
• Not checking answers or learning from mistakes



What Effective Maths Revision Looks Like
• Short, regular revision sessions spread over time

• A mix of topics to keep all skills active in memory
• Using resources: Sparx, First Class Maths, Corbett Maths, Teams
• Practising the skill then building to exam-style questions
• Reviewing mistakes and revisiting weaker topics



GCSE Maths Exam Technique Reminders
• Always show full working, even if unsure of the final answer

• Marks are often awarded for correct methods
• Encourage students to check answers if time allows
• Use estimation to see if answers are sensible
• Remind students to read questions carefully and BUG key information



Identify the topic
Identify the topic by looking for key vocabulary in the question



Identify what you are being asked to do
Command words are important.



Layout: crossing out

Make sure your 
working out is visible, 
even if you do cross 
out. 

If you change your 
working out, cross 
out the bit you 
don’t want 
marked.



Layout: writing your answers

Write the answer on 
the answer line.



Answering with statements

Answer this question.

Show your calculations.



Giving reasons 

Write on the diagram – it counts as 
working out!

Use the correct key words and write 
down the matching calculations.



Draw a diagram

If it’s tricky – draw a piccie!



Write down the units if they’re not there

You must write down your units

The units are already on the answer line



Show your working out (for everything!)



Check your answer makes sense 

£1796.4
8

38 tickets
? ?



The Formula Sheet



How Parents Can Help with Maths Revision

• Make sure your child has a scientific calculator and knows how to use it, this 
should be the same one they use in their exam so they know where each of 
the important keys are



Equipment needed

RULER

Used for:
• Drawing straight lines
• Measuring the length of lines



Equipment needed

PROTRACTOR

Used for:
• Drawing angles
• Measuring angles



Equipment needed

COMPASS

Used for:
• Drawing circles
• Drawing arcs



Equipment needed

PEN

Used for:
• writing

Used for:
• Drawing/editing diagrams
• Drawing/editing graphs

PENCIL & 
ERASER



Equipment needed

TRACING 
PAPER

Used for:
• Tracing 

shapes/diagrams

YOU CAN ASK FOR THIS
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